
Minutes of the Advisory Committee Meeting-I  

of Science And Technology in Ancient Indian Texts (SATAIT)  

(30
t h

 December, 2009) 

at Special Center for Sanskrit Studies, J.N.U. 

 

A meeting of  the  advisory committee of  SATAIT seminar was he ld  in the 

committee room of  Special  Center for  Sanskri t  Studies,  Jawaharlal  Nehru 

Univers i ty on 31/12/2009 a t 3 :00 p.m.  

The current  Advisory Commit tee includes the fo l lowing members  

(h t tp : / / sanskri t . jnu.ac. in/conf /s ta i t /AdvisoryCommit tee.htm  ) 

•  Mrs .  Sw arn lata ,  HoD,  Techno log y Deve lopmen t  fo r  Ind ian Languages  (T DIL ) ,  
M in i s t r y  o f  Commun ica t ions  & In fo rma t ion  Techno log y (MCI T)  

 

•  Ra dha va l labh  T r ipath i ,  Pro fessor  &  V ice  Ch ance l lo r ,  Rash t r i ya  Sa nsk r i t  
Sans th an ,  Ne w De lh i  
 

•  K.  Ra makr ishna  Rao ,  Pro fesso r  & Cha i rman,  Ind ian  Counc i l  o f  Ph i l osoph ica l  
Re search  ( ICPR) ,  36  Tugh lakabad  Ins t i tu t ion a l  Area ,  New De lh i  –  110  062  

 

•  Raje ndra  Prasad ,  Rec t or ,  J .N. U.  & Pro fessor ,  Schoo l  o f  L i fe  Sc iences ,  J . N. U .  

 

•  V. K Ja in ,  Reg i s t ra r ,  J .N. U.  &  Pro fesso r  Scho o l  o f  En v i r onmen ta l  Sc ience s ,  
J . N. U.  

 

•  Vacaspat i  Upa dh ya y ,  Pro fesso r  & V ice  Chan ce l lo r ,  Sr i  La l  Bah adur  Shast r i  
Ra sh t r i ya  Sansk r i t  V id ya pee th ,  Ne w De lh i  
 

•  M.  M .  Agraw al ,  Pro f esso r  & Head ,  Dept  o f  S ansk r i t ,  Dean ,  Facu l t y  o f  A r t s ,  

Un ive r s i t y  o f  De lh i   

 

•  Balram Si ngh ,  D i r ec to r ,  Cen ter  fo r  Ind ic  St ud ies  & Bo tu l inum Re se arch  Cen ter ,  
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Massach use t ts  Dar tm outh ,  US A  

 

•  Miche l  Dan in o ,  Swarnamb ika  Layou t ,  Ramnagar ,  Co imbat ore ,  TN  

 

•  Sh uk la  Mukher j ee ,  Assoc ia te  Pro fesso r  & Pr o jec t  O f f ice r ,  Rash t r i ya  Sansk r i t  
Sans th an ,  Ne w De lh i  
 

•  Ka pi l  Kapoor ,  P ro fesso r  & e x-Rec tor ,  J . N. U.  

 

•  Sankar  Bas u ,  Pro fessor  & Dean ,  Schoo l  o f  Languages L i te ra t ure  & Cu l tu re  
Stud ie s ,  J . N. U. ,  Cha i r pe rson ,  Spe c ia l  Cen te r  fo r  Sansk r i t  S tud ie s ,  J . N. U.  

 

•  Shashiprabha Kumar ,  Pro f esso r ,  Spec ia l  Ce n te r  fo r  Sansk r i t  S tud i es ,  J . N. U .  

 

•  Gir ish  Nath  Jha ,  Asso c ia te  Pro fesso r ,  Spec i a l  Cent er  fo r  Sansk r i t  S tud ie s ,  
J . N. U. ,  (Ho n .  Pro fesso r ,  Cen te r  fo r  Ind ic  S tud ies ,  Un i ver s i t y  o f  Ma ssa chuse t t s ,  
Da r tmou th  fo r  SATI AT)  

 



The fol lowing members  a t tended the  f irs t  advisory committee meeting on 

30/12/2009 

1.  Bal Ram Singh  

2. Vacaspati  Upadhyay  

3 .  Sankar Basu  

4 .  Shashiprabha Kumar  

5 .  Shukla Mukherjee  

6 .  Girish Nath Jha  
7. Umesh Kumar Singh  (Research Associate,  SATIAT)  

 

•  The meet ing s ta rted  wi th the permission of  the chair  (Prof  Bal  ram 

Singh who part ic ipated f rom Dartmouth ,  USA through te lephone and 

Skype).   Dr.  Girish Nath Jha  gave a  brief  int roduct ion of  the 

forthcoming SATAIT seminar.   Prof.  Bal  Ram Singh expla ined the goal 

and the  philosophy behind the SATAIT in i t ia t ive.  He expressed his 

thoughts  about the necessi ty of  communica t ion between modern 

sc ientis ts  and tradi tiona l  Sanskr i t  scholars .   Among other th ings,  Prof  

Singh a lso  emphasized on the role phi losophy had to play in  th is 

ini t ia t ive .  

 

•  Prof .  Vachaspati  Upadhyaya  expressed h is  happiness  on  such in i t ia tives  

and promised that  he  wi l l  t ry to ge t  more  sub-areas and texts  rela ted  to 

anc ient  Indian Science  in  the  curr iculum of  his  univers i ty.  He  further 

added tha t  there  was need to focus on fewer a reas  than explore  a l l  the 

a reas under SATIAT 

 

•  Prof .  Sankar  Basu gave  best  wishes  to  such effor ts  and promised tha t 

be ing the  Chairperson of  Special  Centre  for  Sanskr i t  Studies  he wi l l 

provide  a l l  the support  to the in i t ia t ive.  

 

•  Prof .  Shashiprabha Kumar said tha t  in  the Vaisheshika phi losophy,  

there a re many useful  matters  re lated to  physics,  chemistry,  ecology 

e tc .  She  sa id that  be ing a  philosopher,  she  wi l l  he lp in achieving the 

goals  of  SATIAT. She re ferred to many works as  a  resource  l ike Swami 

Satya  Prakash Saraswati ’s  works,  Hindu Chemistry  by B.  N.  Sea l,  

Founders  of  Sc iences  in Ancient  India  by Swami Satya  Prakash 

Saraswat i  (former Prof .  Satyaprakash of  the  chemist ry dept .  of  

Al lahabad Univers i ty).  She also  recommended the  name of  Dr.  

Ramprakash (former V.C.  of  Kurukshetra  Univers i ty) as a  resource 

person for h is works related to Yajna  and Chemistry.  

 

•  Dr.  Shukla  Mukhar jee  sa id that  be ing a  Project  Officer  of  Rashtriya 

Sanskri t  Sansthan,  New Delhi  she is  in  contac t  with many people 



working in the  f ie ld of  sc ient if ic  Sanskri t .  She  promised tha t  she  wi l l 

do  her best  to make such people in touch.  

 

•  Dr.  Gir ish  Nath  Jha highlighted  the  importance  of  e lect ronic  resource 

search in Indian texts  for  dec iphering the  actual  meaning of  scientif ic 

Indian text.  He  said that  making ava i lable  of  texts  in  searchable  form is  

a lso very necessary .  In computerized  searchable  form one can access 

any text  in many ways.  

 

The meet ing ended wi th  a vote  of thanks 


